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Established  
in 1981 

Catholic Family Life Association 
(formerly National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers) 
 

                                                                                 4020 Merrick St., Dearborn Heights, MI 48125 
844-462-2356 

office@cfla.com 
www.cfla.com 

 

BOARD MINUTES 
August 7th, 2025 - 2 pm EST 

Meeting Called to Order by: Kathy Schmugge, President-elect 

Prayer was offered by: Fr. Simone Buonocore (Naples, Italy) 
Attendance: P = Present / A = Absent / E = Excused / V = Vacant 

E President – Socorro Truchan 
P President-Elect – Kathy Schmugge 
P Region I – Craig Dyke 
V Region II – Vacant 
P Region III – Damon Owens 
P Region IV – Bill Coffin 
P Region V and Secretary – Elizabeth Reha 
P Region VI – Terri Yohman 
E Region VII – Kelly Johnson 
P Region VIII – Sister Candance Fier 
P Region IX – Matt Selby 
P Region X – Luisa de Poo 
P Region XI – Alternate John Prust 
P Region XII and Treasurer – Bryce Herrmann 
P Region XIII – Alternate Deacon Mike McGrady 
P Region XIV – Diane Kledzik 
E Region XV – Ann Koshute 
A Diocesan Section Representative – Chris O’Neill 
V Parish Section Representative – Vacant 
V Organization Representative – Ashley Ruybal 
E Hispanic/Latino Representative – Carla Ferrando-Bowling 
E Episcopal Liaison – Most Rev. Jorge Rodríguez 
E USCCB Representative – Julia Dezelski 
P Administrative Assistant (interim) - Elizabeth Reha 
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Minutes – Elizabeth (Secretary) 
No corrections noted regarding the minutes. Minutes approved as presented. 

 
Treasurer Report – Bryce (Treasurer) 

No additional financial updates. 
 
Old Business: 
 

2025 Conference Report: 
Chair - Kathy Schmugge 

Opening Mass confirmed with Archbishop Fabre. 
Adjustments were made to the schedule regarding the new member 
meeting (moved to 7:45 AM). 
The hotel has  agreed to adjust pricing and count outside bookings. 
The Early bird registration deadline is September 5. 
Currently there are 41 registrations for the conference and   
sponsorships totaling approximately $15,000.to date 
The board meeting is scheduled after the closing Mass.  It will be a 
working lunch. 
The 2026 Conference was discussed. Kathy offered the Diocese of 
Charleston as the next conference location. 
***The board voted and approved Charleston as host city for 2026. 
Discussion of future potential sites for 2027 included Las Vegas, 
Wichita, and St. Louis. 
It was suggestion to hold board meetings at future host venues for 
planning efficiency. 

   
Elections Ad Hoc Committee 
 Elizabeth (Secretary/Chair) 

Ed Hopfner has accepted election for Vice President. It will be an 
uncontested election. There were no additional nominees. 
Affirmation of his nomination will be at the conference. 
 

Awards 
 Elizabeth Reha (Secretary/Chair)  

Names of potential nominees for the bi-annual honoring of awards 
were discussed and voted on. 
Dennis Stoica will receive the NACFLM RECOGNITION 
AWARD. 
Elizabeth Reha will receive the NACFLM AWARD 

. 
Strategic Plan Update 

Regions/sections asked to submit written summaries aligned with 
strategic plan for the conference. 
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Other Business 

Discussion on increasing local participation and diocesan scholarships. 
Consider proposal for joint letter to NFP ministry leaders encouraging CFLA 
membership. 
It was suggested to include IVF/infertility educational session at conference. 
Elizabeth is working on diocesan membership levels to bring them up to date. 

 
Additional Regional Reports: (at end of minutes)  
 Use this link to send reports.  
 

Closing of Meeting 
Kathy closed the meeting. 

 
Closing Prayer was offered by Deacon Mike. 
 
If you have a regional or section report, please send it to the secretary and it will be put into 
the minutes. Use this link to send reports. Please send by the 20th of each month. 
 
If you would like to put something on the agenda for next month's meeting, please send 
contact Socorro. 
 
Next Meeting: – Thursday, September 11th. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Reha, Secretary 
 
 

REPORTS 

Region / 
Section 

Region / 
Section 
Rep 

Region / 
Section 
Alternate 
Rep 

Scheduled events or latest 
ideas shared 

Request for 
information or 
resources 

Questions for 
the Board 

IV Bill 
Coffin 

Stacy 
Golden 

Had short Zoom mtg on 
8/13; will have guest speaker 
on Sept 10 
https://www.iwu.edu/sociol
ogy/faculty/courtney-
irby.html 

 

 

IX Matt 
Selby  Upcoming regional meeting 

scheduled.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfajEuPfrajZz927Y1uS33lSshrRP1bDCViUEHffdH_DGeO8A/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfajEuPfrajZz927Y1uS33lSshrRP1bDCViUEHffdH_DGeO8A/viewform?usp=sharing
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VII Kelly 
Johnso
n 

Jim Elias Planned Parenthood closure 
in Indiana.  
We (somewhat) recently 
welcomed two new 
Directors of Family Life 
ministry. (Passed on their 
names/info to the USCCB to 
invite them to the NDDO 
portion of the Conference!) 
Region is good for sharing 
out information and events. 

 

 

X Luisa 
de Poo 

 
Re-engagement of 
Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston. 

  

XI Linda Ji John 
Prust -Love IRL Summit by the 

California Catholic 
Conference - Sept. 26 in 
Oakland, CA 
-California statewide group 
agreement with Communio 
-welcomed to our monthly 
meeting Noli Calingo of 
Couples for Christ USA 
(organizational member) but 
located in our region 

Do we not have 
an organization 
section rep 
anymore? 
What is the 
best way to 
direct and 
support 
organization 
members who 
represent 
national/intern
ational groups? 

 

XIII Crystal 
Painter 

Dcn. Mike 
McCrady 

September 24th - next 
monthly regional meeting 

Agape 
Ministries 
asked who to 
send ads to for 
conference 

 

XIV Diane 
Kledzik  

I reached out to all the 
diocesan directors of Region 
XIV, as only two 
dioceses/directors (St. 
Petersburg and Orlando) 
were members as of last 
report. I invited them to join 
CFLA and to attend the 
Conference. 

Updated list of 
Region XIV 
members to 
see if any have 
joined in 
July/August 
2025. 
Please send 
me a copy of 
the Strategic 
Plan? 

 

 


