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Established  
in 1981 

Catholic Family Life Association 
(formerly National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers) 
 

                                                                                 4020 Merrick St., Dearborn Heights, MI 48125 
844-462-2356 

office@cfla.com 
www.cfla.com 

BOARD MINUTES 
January 9, 2024 - 2 pm EST 

Meeting Called to Order by Socorro Truchan, President at 2:10 pm 

Prayer was offered by: Socorro Truchan 

Attendance 
P = Present / A = Absent / E = Excused / V = Vacant 
P President – Socorro Truchan 
P President-Elect – Kathy Schmugge 
P Region I – Craig Dyke 
E Region II – Theodore Musco 
E Region III – Damon Owens 
P Region IV – Bill Coffin 
P Region V and Secretary – Elizabeth Reha 
E Region VI – Richard Budd 
P Region VII – Kelly Johnson 
P Region VIII – Sister Candance Fier 
P Region IX – Paul Duker 
E Region X – Luisa de Poo 
P Region XI – Linda Ji 
P Region XII and Treasurer – Bryce Herrmann 
P Region XIII – Crystal Painter 
P Region XIV – Diane Kledzik 
E Region XV – Ann Koshute 
P Diocesan Section Representative – Chris O’Neill 
E Parish Section Representative – Debbie Gonzales  
E Organization Representative – Claudio Maro 
E Hispanic/Latino Representative – Carla Ferrando-Bowling 
E Episcopal Liaison – Most Rev. Jorge Rodríguez 
P USCCB Representative – Julia Dezelski 
V Vacant – Administrative Assistant 
E Guest: Mario Martinez, Formation & Education Chair 

 
Approval of minutes:  

Two corrections to the minutes. Crystal was at the last meeting. The next meeting date 
should have been January 9th. Kelly made the motion to approve the minutes and Crystal 
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seconded. Minutes were approved. 
 

Old Business: 
Treasurers Update: 

Bryce Herrmann, Treasurer 
 No report. 

 

Membership Update: 
Membership updates requests were sent out with Christmas cards. 

 

2025 Conference Report: 
Chair - Kathy Schmugge 

After further discussion by the conference committee the title of the 
conference was changed to: “The Family: Building Communities of Hope.” 
 
The conference will be held October 11th-16th. 
 
We will work with Julia regarding the New Members Program. 
 
Deacon Bowling highly recommended the Galt House with a lot of room for 
our stay. 
 
Kathy proposed extending the conference to 2.5 days so we can have more 
time to interface with our fellow members. 
 
Louisville has lots of opportunities for activities such as the Holy Land exhibit, 
monastery visit, bourbon, and other local attractions. 
 
Speakers will be asked to align their presentations with the conference 
theme. 
 
Suggested potential speakers include Bishop Barron and John Cuddeback. 
Everyone is encouraged to offer names of potential presenters. 
 
Kathy suggested a special blessing could be given to the new members 
sometime during the conference. 
 
Socorro asked if we could know where in Louisville we can receive Jubilee 
indulgences. 

 
Job Position for Administrative Position:  

Please send resumes for the position to Elizabeth. 
 

New Business: 
National Marriage Week: 

Julia mentioned resources are available on the USCCB page and For Your Marriage 
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website. 
Parishes are encouraged observe National Marriage Week locally. 

 

Pilgrims of Hope Resources: 
Julia said during the 2025 Jubilee Year, Catholics have several opportunities to gain 
plenary indulgences like going to Rome and visit at least one of the four major papal 
basilicas: St. Peter’s Basilica, St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major, or St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, visit any site designated for Jubilee pilgrimages by the local bishop, spend time 
in Eucharistic adoration at pilgrimage sites, Engage in corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, participate in a study on Vatican II documents or the Catechism. Pilgrimages 
in Spirit, for those unable to travel due to serious reasons, can unite spiritually with 
pilgrims through media and reciting prayers. 

 

Reports: 
Found at the end of this document. 

 
President Comments:  

Socorro proposed to re-institute our prayer partners on the board. It will be a 
monthly rotation of prayer partners among board members. 

 
Socorro mentioned the Jubilee of Families, children, grandparents and the elderly is 
scheduled for May 30th through June 1st. A mass will be presided over by the Pope in 
Saint Peter's Square on June 1st. 
 
Julia added that FAFCE, a Federation of Catholic family associations, primarily 
European based, like to see some American representation. It is open to anyone who 
is interested. Carla will likely be there, and if anyone else from the board is able to 
attend, that would be a great way to make connections with this FAFSA. 

 

Closing of Meeting 
Socorro closed the meeting at 3:08 pm EST. 

 
Closing Prayer was offered by Chris. 
 
If you have a regional or section report, please send it to the secretary and it will be put into the 
minutes. 
If you would like to put something on the agenda for next month's meeting, please send Socorro an 
e-mail. 
 
Next Meeting – Thursday, March 6, 2025, at 2 pm EDT 
 

 
Respectfully submitted 
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Elizabeth Reha, Secretary 
 
 
Reports: 
Region VII has been busy on email sharing and collaborating. Most recent topics of 
interest/discussion have been centered on Grief & Bereavement Ministry and Divorce Support 
Ministry, specifically looking to launch/support/train at the parish levels.  
Another note: An upcoming Conference at Notre Dame University may be of interest to others: The 
Changing Face of Life-Limiting Prenatal Diagnoses: Clinical, Pastoral, and Ethical Considerations on 
March 15th, Registration and Information: www.diocesefwsb.org/pnd-conference.  
Preliminary 'save the date' info was shared out on the CFLA Conference 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.diocesefwsb.org%2fpnd-conference&c=E,1,siL_xZoPlIuComWlvX2g33ZwxDwAv8kegzha2trzDj5KpYyu2QxsfMGBRetKMnwi9gUub_zexJsmK0JF8mEYNFf9kkL6oNAuDwX1ZowmWe-dZ2vrsghWPQFN&typo=1

